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On April 29, at a pre-Earth Summit meeting in Kuala Lumpur, representatives of 53 developing
nations requested more aid from advanced industrialized nations to fund environmental
conservation and clean-up programs. According to a statement issued at the close of the meeting,
pledges of financial assistance by these nations are vital for the success of any action agenda decided
at the June summit to take place in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). The statement said relying on the World
Bank environment fund for such action is useless. The special separate fund is to be set up to supply
required financial and technological aid. (See Chronicle 04/28/92 for coverage of World Bank fund.)
Malaysian Environment Minister Law Hieng stressed the Third World view that environmental
programs must not be carried out at the expense of developing nations' economic development. UN
Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director M.K. Tolba called on the industrialized nations
to double contributions for development aid to the Third World with environmental protection
in mind. In a statement issued Tuesday in Kuala Lumpur, developing nation representatives said
the industrialised nations must pay for cleaning up the global environment since it was they who
caused the pollution. The so-called Kuala Lumpur Declaration said rich nations must provide not
only financial assistance to the Third World but also technology which causes less environmental
damage. (Basic data from Deutsche Press Agentur, 04/29/92)
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